The countdown begins for this year’s Home & Garden Show
This month, a host of the nation’s best-loved design experts have been preparing their talks and demonstrations in readiness for the Home & Garden Show at Chester Racecourse (30th May – 1st June).

Flamboyant interior designer Laurence Llewelyn Bowen revealed that he was planning to spill a few trade secrets when he takes to the main stage at the show on Sunday 1st June. This will be Laurence’s first appearance at the event and his talks are expected to draw big crowds to the Racecourse.

Following the success of his talks at the Home & Garden Show last year TV gardener Diarmuid Gavin will be returning to Chester to give a series of main stage talks on Friday 30th and Saturday 31st May. He is also planning on doing a little talent spotting at the event, looking out for the most promising young garden designers competing in this year’s design awards. 
A host of up-and-coming garden and interior designers will be creating show gardens and room sets at this year’s event, all hoping that theirs will be the one to capture the public’s imagination. Visitors to the show will be invited to vote for their favourite room set or show garden and those with the most votes will receive their awards at the pinnacle of the Home & Garden Show, a glamorous awards evening and dinner at the Chester Grosvenor & Spa on Saturday 31st May. This evening will be attended by a host of celebrities (including Diarmuid Gavin, model and actress Gemma Atkinson and Big Brother 1 winner Craig Phillips); all profits from tickets sold to the awards evening will be donated to official show charity the Teenage Cancer Trust and the evening will be supported by and featured in OK magazine.

Other show highlights will include a series of cookery demonstrations by Simon Rimmer on Friday 30th May, free one-to-one advice from qualified interior and garden designers and hundreds of stands by market-leading homes, gardens and food companies.

Hollyoaks and I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here star Gemma Atkinson will be working with the Teenage Cancer Trust and Arighi Bianchi to create a celebrity room set, which will be unveiled at the show. Her design, which will be on display throughout the event, will form the basis for a suite for teenage cancer sufferers which Arighi Bianchi will go on to create full-scale for Christie Hospital.

Tickets for the Home & Garden Show are priced at £7.50 (adv) and £10 on the day. For the full line-up of celebrities appearing at this year’s show, schedules and travel information, or to book tickets online, visit: www.thehomeandgardenshow.co.uk Alternatively, call the Home & Garden Show ticket office on: 01244 663400. For more information on the Design Awards evening at the Chester Grosvenor visit: www.northerndesignawards.com
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